
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 20, 2022 

 
Reading I 
1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13 

R (8a) The Lord is kind and merciful. 

 

Reading II 
1 Cor 15:45-49 

 

Gospel 
Lk 6:27-38 

Jesus said to his disciples: “To you who hear I say, love your enemies, do good to those who 

hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. To the person who 

strikes you on one cheek, offer the other one as well, and from the person who takes your 

cloak, do not withhold even your tunic. Give to everyone who asks of you, and from the one 

who takes what is yours do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to 

you. For if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those 

who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? 

Even sinners do the same. If you lend money to those from whom you expect repayment, what 

credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, and get back the same amount. But rather, 

love your enemies and do good to them, and lend expecting nothing back; then your reward 

will be great and you will be children of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful 

and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. “Stop judging and you will not be 

judged. Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. Forgive and you will be forgiven. 

Give, and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and 

overflowing, will be poured into your lap. For the measure with which you measure 

will in return be measured out to you.” 

 

HOMILY: 

 

I’m in the habit each night of listening to WWJ News Radio from Detroit on my Iphone, to keep 

caught up with things in my father’s area.   Earlier this week, the newscaster broke in with an 

alarming report that, on one of Detroit’s busiest interstate highways, I-75, a “wrong-way driver” 

was driving at a dangerous, alarming speed.  Within ten minutes, an update reported that the driver 

had been “apprehended” by the police and that he was no longer a threat. How does such a story 

strike you?  What was that driver doing?  How was it that the police apprehended him? How do you 

judge this situation? 

 

My experience of that report took me back to another “wrong-way driver,” this one not a “he” but a 

“she.” That report came to me, not by radio, but by a call from my brother.  That shocking morning, 

Bob told me that my mother had been taken to the hospital that morning, but that she was okay.  It 

seems that, unknown to my father, she got up in the middle of the night, got dressed, got behind the 

wheel of her car, and drove into town.  Her increasing dementia had resulted in her no longer being 

permitted to drive, but, of course, that night she did not remember this.  Instead, she headed west on 
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state highway M-59 and came to a very tricky intersection with I-96, and she entered the interstate 

highway heading west in the eastbound lane.  Quickly, the “wrong-way” driver was reported to the 

police who pursued the car, and they drove her off the highway and to a stop. News reports about a 

“wrong-way driver” that night did not include the details that she was a 79-year old mother and 

grandmother with dementia.  I wonder how these reports of the “wrong-way” driver were judged by 

the locals? 

 

Later that year, her case was brought before a judge in her Michigan county.  While the details of 

that hearing are a bit unclear to me, the judge was apparently understanding of the situation and 

sufficiently convinced that my mother was no longer a risk and she was not further penalized.  In 

the end, we all judged the situation with gratitude that no one was hurt, including my mother.  I 

recall one of the last conversations I had with her, shortly before her death, was when I was home 

and, passing her damaged car in our garage, she shook her head and said, “I guess I did that.” 

 

God has created us uniquely among all creation with the gift of reason.  Reason is the capacity to 

assess circumstances, distinguish, judge, and determine a course of action. It is perhaps the most 

“divine” part of us who are created in God’s image.  At the same time as we acknowledge God as 

the possessing the perfect faculty of reason, we know that, in us, it is fallible; it is imperfect.  We 

can assess circumstances errantly; we can distinguish wrongly motives and the morality of choices 

of others; we can judge harshly instead of with mercy; and we, each of us, can choose an action that 

might be based on faulty judgment.  When I heard the news of a “wrong-way” driver this last week, 

I could have judged this driver “wreckless,” “drunk,” “careless” or a “menace.”  However, having 

known a “wrong-way” driver personally, I was a bit slower to judge and condemn. 

 

Others have many circumstances, hidden from our view, that do not permit an accurate or proper 

judgment of their actions.  As a priest, I’m allowed into the details of many difficult situations that, 

from the outside, might seem to be sinful or even wicked, but from the inside reveal a different 

motive.  We just don’t know the full story.  But…our God knows the full story.  And the God who 

knows the full story—above all that each person is a beloved son and daughter of God—speaks to 

us through Jesus about judging in today’s gospel, where the Lord says: 

 

“Stop judging and you will not be judged. Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. 

Forgive and you will be forgiven. Give, and gifts will be given to you…” This divine path lays 

out the way for us to treat one another:  Stop judging (only God knows the full story); stop 

condemning (only God knows the heart and has the facts to judge…with mercy); forgive (with 

the mercy that you have been shown) and give (rather than take the reputations of others). 

 

Of course, we each know, at least partially, examples of the mistakes or even destructive 

choices of others—that we can’t help knowing what we have seen. What we can help, Jesus 

commands, is condemning.  Instead, our mission, Jesus continues, is to forgive and give—

mercy. 

 

As it turns out, we’ve all been a “wrong-way” driver at many points in our lives. For a whole 

variety of circumstances, we’ve gone the wrong way, made poor choices, and even harmed or 

endangered other’s well-being.  God, who has the facts, has chosen in love not to condemn, but 

rather to forgive and give himself to us with His perfect mercy.  We, all of us “wrong-way” drivers, 

are obliged to treat the other wrong-way drivers like us the same way—with the same mercy we 

have been shown. 


